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Josnvua i. 4, 7. 
From the Wilderneſs and this Lebanon, even 
unto the great River, the River Euphrates, 
all the Land of the Hittites, and unto the 
great Sea, toward the going down of the 
Sun, ſhall be your Coaſt. 
Only be thou flrong, and very couragions, 
' that thou mayſ} obſerve to do according to 


all the Law which Moſes my Servant 
commanded thee. 


HIS is one of the prophetical Pro- 
miſes and Inſtructions which the 


Lord, on the Death of Moſes, gave to Jyſoua; 


a Man, who, we are told, was full of the 

Spirit of Wiſdom, for Moſes, by the Com- 

mand of the Lord, had laid his Hands upon 

bim. The T/raelites, under the Guidance 

of Gop himſelf, were now encamped on the 

Banks of Jordan, in Sight of that promiſed 
* Deut. xxxiv. 9. 
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Land, which Moſes, for his Tranſgreſlion, 
was forbid to enter. He therefore, though 
his Eye was not dim, nor his natural Force 
abated *, being gathered unto his People, in 
his Stead aroſe a Leader whoſe Courage had 
already, in a moſt trying Emergency, been 
proved and rewarded +, To him the great 
Shepherd of Iſrael entrufts the Care of his 
Flock, and to the Word of Exhortation an- 
nexes the Aſſurance, that if he turned not 
from the Law to the right Hand or the left, 
he ſhould nate his Way proſperous, and 
ſhould have good Succeſs t. Be ye firong, and 
of a good Courage q; be not, on the one hand, 
intimidated or diſmayed by the unexpected 
Difficulties you have yet to encounter, and, 
on the other hand, let not the marvellous 
Conqueſts that you have already obtained, 
be the Source of Preſumption and Security : 
But fully to promote and inſure Succeſs, that 
is, to engage the Almighty to crown your En- 
deavours, and ſtill to approve himſelf your 

Guide and Defender, meditate in this Book of 


Deut. xxxiv. 7, | + Numb. xiv. 
X Joſhua i. 8. $ Joſhua i. 6. 
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the Law, Day and Wight * : Be not corrupt= 

ed, as you have formerly been, with the Ido- ; 
latry and Abominations of the neighbouring 
Heathen, nor provoke me to Wrath, as both 

you and your Fathers have often done, by 
Diffidence and Diſtruſt in my Word and 
Promiſe, and Murmurs and Complaints 

againſt my Servants. So may ye proſper 
whitherſoever ye go +. So ſhall the Suc- 

ceſſes which have been . hitherto vouch- | 1 
ſafed you be an Earneſt and Prelude to far | 
greater Bleſſings ; and fo, when theſe Dan- 1 
gers are happily ſurmounted, ſhall every Man 
dwell ſafely under his own Vine, and under 
his own Fig-tree t. In other Words, that 
is, in the Words of the Text, which con- F 
tains both the Inftruction and the Promiſe, | 
From the Wilderneſs and this Lebanon, even 1 
unto the great River, the River Euphrates, 
all the Land of the Hittites, even unto the 
great Sea, toward the going down of the Sun, 
ſhall be your Coaſt, Only be thou ftrong, and 
very couragious, that thou mayſt obſerve to do 


* Joſhua i. 8. + Joſhua 1. 7. 
+ 1 Kings iv. 25. | 
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arcording to all the Law which Moſes my Ser- 


vant commanded thee. 


From theſe Words, as already explained, 
I ſhall proceed to conſider, in ſuch a man- 
ner as may be ſuitable to the preſent 80 
lemnity, both the natural and acquired Ad- 
vantages 

I. Of the Children of 1/rael ; and, 


II. Of the People of this Land: 


And from a due Conſideration and Com- 
pariſon of both I ſhall endeavour to ſhow 
that the Advice in the Text is as proper and 
ſeaſonable for us as it was for them; and as 
we have in ſome meaſure obtained the Pro- 
miſe, ſo are we under the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions to follow the Inſtruction. 


And, 1. The natural Advantages of the 
Land of Canaan, of which the 1/raelites 
were now in part poſſeſſed, were ſuch as 
made it the Wonder and the Glory of af 
Lands *, and juſtly entitled it to that em- 
phatical Deſcription of being @ Land flow- 

* Ezeck. xXx. 6. 
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7 
ing with Mill and Honey. Such was the 
Temperature of the Climate, and the Mild- 
neſs of the Seaſons, and fo happily was it di- 
verified by Hills and. Valleys, Springs and 
Rivers, that, in Oppoſition to the Land of 
Eg ypt, where the Overflowings of the Mile 
ſupplied the Place of Showers, this Land 
was refreſhed with ſeaſonable Rain, and, in 
the 3 of Moſes, drank Water of the 


Dew of Heaven +. The Conſequence of 
this was unbounded Plenty ; and neither | 


Corn, nor Wine, nor Oy], were wanting. 
Add to this, thatit was alſo a Land for Cat- 
zle t, and had Flocks and Herds in great 
Abundance, as appears from the Numbers 
that were found in the Cities that they con- 
quered, and the Care they took for their 
Preſervation. In ſhort, it was, as Moſes de- 
ſcribes it, a Land of Brooks of Water, of 
Fountains, and Depths that ſpring out of 
Valleys and Hills; a Land of Wheat, and 
Barley, and Vines, and Fig-trees, and Pome- 
granates ; a Land of Oyl-olive, and Ho- 
ney; a Land wherein they might ear Bread 


+ Deut. xi. 11. + Numb. xxxii. 4. 
| without 
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doit out Scarceneſs; a Land whoſe Stones 
were Tron, 1 out of whoſe Hills they might 
dig B raſs * , 
To the natural Felicity of ſuch a Situa= 
tion, if 


2. We add their acquired Advantages, 
they were, beyond all Parallel or Deſcrip- 
tion, great and wonderful, The Lord 
himſelf was their Defender; and ſo glorious 
and viſible were the Miracles that he 
wrought, that they walked rather by Sight 
than by Faith, and nothing but the moſt 
wiltul and obſtinate Blindneſs could have 
prevented their ſeeing and acknowleging his 
Power and Goodneſs. From the Land of 
Eg ypt, that Houſe of Bondage, how ſignal 
was their Deliverance! The Winds and the 
Waves, by Gop's Appointment, - fought for 
T/rael; and thoſe Waters, which to them 
were a Wall of Defence, were a Gulph of 
Deſtruction to their Enemies. In the Wil- 
derneſs, how were they ſupported by Bread 
from above, and nouriſhed with the Dew of 
Heaven! To guard them from the Corrup- 


* Deut. viii. 7, 8, 9. 
3 : | tions 


3 
tions of their idolatrous Neighbours, Gop 
alſo condeſcended to be their Lawgiver, and 
gave them his Commands, with aſtoniſhing 
Solemnity, from a Mount that burned with 
Fire*, The Rewards, that were annexed to 
the Obſervance of them, were all earthly 
Advantages and temporal Bleſſings; their 
Days were to be lengthened, and their Fami- 
lies increaſed; their Fields were to be crown- 
ed with Plenty, and their Arms with Suc- 
. ceſs. Hence, while they continued ſtedfaſt 
in Obedience, their Herds and their People 
multiplied exceedingly, and the numerous and 
powerful Hoſts of their Enemies were forced 
to fly before them. In the Space of a few 
Years the Promiſe in the Text was literally 
accompliſhed. Though the Canaanites were a 
People trained to War, and dwelt in Moun- 
tains, to Armies, ſeemingly, inacceſlible, 
and though their Cities were high and fenced 
up to Heaven, yet nothing could withſtand 
Foſhua's Sword, and the Lord's Diſpleaſure. 
Though all the Kings of the Hills and of the 
L alleys, in a formidable Alliance, combined 


* Heb. xii. 18. 
B againſt 


[10 ] 
againſt them, and though Gibeon, their only 
Ally, was devoted to Deſtruction, yet their 
own Cities and Countries were beſieged and 
waſted, and they and their Armies were 
_ routed and deſtroyed by inferior Forces. 
Even the Sons of the Anakims, who came of 
zhe Giants, People in whoſe Sight they /eem- 
ed but as Graſhoppers, were rooted out, and 
found every Advantage of Art and Nature, 
of Strength and Situation, ineffectual. By 
ſuch a Series of Victories it plainly appeared 
that the Race was not to the ſwift, nor the 
Battle to the firong; and ſuch was the 
Proſperity of 1/rael, both natural and ac- 
quired, while the Lord was their Gop | 


II. From the brief Conſideration of thoſe 
memorable Times the Tranſition to our own 
will be obvious and eaſy. 


And, 1. In the natural Advantages that 
Providence has vouchſafed us we are equal, 
at leaſt, if not ſuperior, to them. As great 
is the Temperance of the Climate we enjoy, 
and to the Extremes of Heat and Cold we 
are equally Strangers. Our Land too is 4 


5 Land 
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Land of Hills and Y alloys, and has therefore 
all the Variety which the Fancy could invent, 
or the Eye defire. It is alſo a Land of 
Springs and Rivers, and: abounds with In- 
creaſe of Corn and Cattle. This Year in 
particular (which alone might be a Source 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving), has been un- 
commonly favourable and plenteous to us, 
fince, by the Providence of Gop, his two 
Viſitations of the Dearth and the Murrain 
are happily ceaſed. Add to this that natu- 
ral and almoſt impregnable Barrier which the 
Waves afford us ; thoſe Waves, which, like 
the Sea to the 1/raelites, are a Wall to us. 
And by theſe we are not only ſecured (as we 
truſt) from hoſtile Attacks, but improved 
and enriched by friendly Intercourſe ; ſince 
to them it is owing that, like Tyre, we fit 
in the Seas *, as a Queen among the liles, 
and are connected by our Commerce with 
the moſt diſtant Regions. Happy are the 
People that are in ſuch a Caſe, and maniteſt 
are the Bleſſings of ſuch a Situation] But 
when to theſe we add, - 


* 'Ezek. xxviii. 2. 
B 2 2. Our ; 
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2. Our other, our acquired Advantages, 
what an ample and glorious Theme do t 
afford us! It will be needleſs to go back to 
our Redemption from Popery, or the many 
other ſignal Deliverances of our Church and 
State, ſince the preſent Year alone will yield 
.abundant Matter for Contemplation. Every 
Quarter of the World hath ſeen our Tri- 

umphs, and our Fleets. and Armies have 
been ſucceſsfully emulous in their Country's 
Cauſe. And though, for the wiſeſt Reaſons, 
the Light of J/rael is now withdrawn, tho 
the Lord goes not viſibly before our Hoſts 
by Day in a Pillar of a Cloud, and by Night 
ina Pillar of Fire; yetevery one muſt own, 
that this alſo is the Lord's Doing, and mar- 
vellbus in our Eyes. In the Beginning of 
this Year, like that of the laſt, a formidable 
Confederacy, like that of the Amorites, went 
up againſt Gibeon, our only Ally, and, if their 
Skill and Reſolution had been equal to their 
Strength, muſt ſoon have cruſhed it. Owz 


| of the North came up a Nation which made 


the Land deſolate *. Before them it was as 


fer. |. 3. 


the 
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the Garden of Eden, behind them a deſolate 
Wilderneſs *. And though Victory attended 
them, yet what was the Conſequence ? Their 
Defeat could ſcarce have been more advan- 
tageous, and happily has our Ally repaired 
his Loſſes © by the inexhauſtible Reſources 
« of his own Mind.” In another Part of 
the Continent behold a ſmall Part of an in- 
ferior Army repulſing and vanquiſhing the 
numerous and choſen Troops of the Enemy! 
A Victory this, at which they themſelves 
have expreſſed their Wonder, and which our 
own Poſterity will ſcarce believe. Nor 
could any Event be ever more ſeaſonable or 
more providential. Since, had we failed of 
- Succeſs, our Allies and our Fellow-ſubjects 
were to have been oppreſſed and plundered, 
and, by the Directions of an able Stateſman, 
their whole Country would have been made 
« a downright Deſert +.” While ſuch 


were our Efforts abroad, in vain has the 


Joel ii. 3. + Un veritable Deſert. See 
Marſhal Duke de Belleiſe's Letter to Marſhal de Con- 


tades, dated Verſailles, July 23, 1759, and publiſhed 
in the London Gazette, Auguſt 18, 1759. 


Enemy, 
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Enemy, by Threats of Invaſion, attempted 
to diſturb our domeſtic Quiet. One of their 
Fleets has been diſperſed or deſtroyed, and 
the other, through the Bleſſing of the Al- 
mighty on the Juſtice of our Cauſe, by this 
Time, we hope, has ſhared the ſame Fate. 
Mean time not one of ' our Operations has 
been by this means ſuſpended, not a ſingle 
Soldier has been ſent for home, and this 
deſperate Undertaking has had beneficial 
Conſequences : Since the Spirit of our An- 
ceſtors has been revived amongſt us, and that 
Diſcipline, which the Laws of our Country 
have wiſely eſtabliſhed, has been practiſed 
both by Nobles and Peaſants with uncom- 
mon Ardor. If we extend our Views to the 
moſt diftant Regions, we fhall find in one 
Quarter of the Globe not an Enemy left, 
and in another thoſe that remained have been 
repulſed and defeated both by Land and Sea. 
But in the third, the Source of Contention, 
and the Source of Riches, how have their 
viſionary Schemes been bafMed, and their 
Plan of Dominion diſconcerted! In the 
South, an Iſland, pleaſant as Lebanon, has 


been 
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been wreſted from them ; and in the North, 
the Promiſe. which the Lord, in the Text, 
made to Jeſbua, has been almoſt literally ve- 
ried and accompliſhed. From the Wilder- 
neſs and this Lebanon, even unto the great 
River, all the Land of the Hittites, even 
unto the great Sea, toward the going down of 
the Sun, is now our Coaſt, Vain were all 
the Obſtacles of Art and Nature, ſince the 
Lord moſt apparently fought for us, as he 
did for 1/rael, though not by a Series of Mi- 
racles, yet by the Guidance and Direction of 
Second Cauſes, A People who, like the 
Canaanites, dwelt in Hills and Cities, high 
and fenced, have been rooted out, and nei- 
ther Force nor Fraud, neither regular Diſci- 
pline, nor favage Barbarity, could protect or 
ſave them. Add to this the inconſiderable 
Loſs which theſe Conqueſts have coſt us; 
inconſiderable indeed, if Onz be excepted, 
in whom it may truly be ſaid that we loft an 
Army. Yet let us not deſpair, nay from 
Experience let us rather be confident, that 
other Foſbuas are ſtill remaining; nor can it 
be otherwiſe when Men of Rank and For- 
| tune 
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tune are gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed by the pain- 
ful Pre- eminence of ſuperior Hazards. 

From this Summary of paſt Events, and 
the Similitude of our Advantages, both na- 
tural and acquired, to thoſe of IJ/rael, what 
remains to be drawn but this Concluſion ? 
That, as we have in ſome meaſure obtained 
the Promiſe, ſo muſt we perform the Condi- 
tions of it? As the Lord has ſcattered our 
Enemies and enlarged our Borders, ſo muſt 
we enlarge our Faith and Obedience, and 
ſcatter our Vices and Impieties. In ſhort, 


we muſt follow the Advice that was given to 
Joſbua; we muſt 


I. Be frrong, and very couragious; and 
"WT, Obſerve to do according to all the Law 


which our Lord and Saviour hath commanad- 
ar 2s. 


And, I. Our Strength and Courage will 
beſt be ſhown by ſupporting and maintaining 
that Zeal and Reſolution, that Union and 
Harmony, to which, under Gop, our Suc- 
ceſs is owing. Let us not deſpiſe the Weak- 
neſs of our Adverſaries, nor inſult their 


Diſtreſs. 
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Diſtreſs. Preſemption and Security art de- 
ſtructive Foes. Events are in the Hands of 
 Gop alone, and he only knows what Dan- 
gers may yet be impending over us, and 
what a Reverſe of Fortune we may Aill ex- 
perience. In this Day of Proſperity let us 
confider, and never can Conſideration be 
more neceſſary, never can we have more 
Reaſon to rejoice with Trembling * , than 
when a powerful Armament is, we are aſ- 
ſured, come forth againſt us; and ſhould it 
have cluded our Care and Vigilance (as, who 
can anſwer for Contin gencies, and who, but 
the Lord, can rebuke the Winds ? ) may even 
now be diffuſing Ruin and Deſolation among, 
our Fellow-Subjects. Animated, however, 
by all that is dear and valuable, and aſfiſted 
and ſupported by Gop's Protection, what 
Motives can be wanting to quicken our 
Zeal and encourage our Perſeverance? Peace, 
how deſirable ſoever, unleſs it is laſting, 
will ſcarce be welcome; and ſuch a one, we 
| know by Experience, can never be attained, 

till our Enemies are, by Neceſlity, obliged to 


= + % Ws; © | 
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keep it. And let us recollect, on this Oc- 
caſion, a remarkable Circumſtance in the 
Hiſtory of the Kings of 1/-ae/. They, it 
ſeems, being merciful Kings, the Syrians 
having ſuſtained many great Defeats, parti- 
cularly under the Walls of Apbel, their 
King, with moſt abje&t Submiſſion, ſued 
for Peace, and obtained the Terms he 
wanted; Terms, which, however advan- 
tageous, were never complied with, a new 
War being declared in three Years, on ac- 
count of a Town which ſhould have been 
reſtored, and at whoſe Attack Abaò himſelf 
was {lain in Battle, according to that Word 
of the Lord, ſpoken by a Prophet, Becau/e 
thou haſt let go out of thy Hand a Man whom 
appointed to utter Deſiruftion, there- 
fore thy Life ſhall go for his Li Ve, and thy 
People for his People“. 

Of the other Extreme we ought at the 
ſame Time to be equally careful ; but. this 
we cannot be afraid of, ſince, if a Peace 
ſhould be offered, in any Degree conſiſtent 
with our preſent Advantages, or future Se- 


bel Kings xx. 42. 
curity, 
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curity, we e have the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances that 
the Wiſdom of our Governors will not re- 
ject it“. Senſible that we are under a more 
benevolent and merciful Diſpenſation than 
the 1/raelites were, ill would it become the 
Diſciples and Followers of the Prince of Peace 
to ſound, without Neceſſity, the Trump of 
War. Let us, therefore, not only pray for 
the Peace of Jeruſalem, but, as our Lord di- 
recs us, even for our Enemies; and well 
deſerving our Attention, and very ſuitable to 
the Character of a Chriſtian Prince, are theſe 
Words from the Throne: As his Majeſty 
« entered into this War not from Views of 
« Ambition, ſo he does not wiſh to continue 
« it from Motives of Reſentment, The 
«© SDeſire of his Majeſty's Heart is to ſee a 


« Stop put to the Effuſion of mn 
«© Blood +.” 


For a Proof of this, the Reader is referred to the 
Declaration juſt delivered at the Hague, by Duke 
Lewis of Brunſwick, to the Miniſters of the Powers 
at War, in the Name of their Britannic and Pruſſian 
Majeſties, and publiſhed in the London Gazette, De- 
cember 4, 1 7 


59. ä 
+ Speech of the Lords Commiſſioners, November 
13, 1759. 
C 2 2. We 


e n 


2. We ot odfirne to. db according v0. 
all the Law vbich our Lord and Saviour 
hath commanded us. Ever mindful of our 

venant, we muſt vye with one an- 
other in Faith and Obedience, and: excell in 
all the amiable Graces of the Chriſtian Life. 


And, in particular, Charity and Beneficence 
can neyer be more ſeaſonable and 


the Objects of our Care and Compaſſion. ; 


thoſe whole Friends or Relations perhaps: 


may have periſhed in foreign Climes, or 


whoſe Diſtreſſes may have been owing to the 
Calamities of War, the Severity of Seaſons, 


or the late uncommon. Dearth and Scarcity. 


Let me add, that thoſe who are bleſſed with 
Life's Superfluities, if they are humane as 
Men, and generous as Britons, will chear-' 


fully contribute, if Occaſion offers, to the 


Wants and Neceſſities of thoſe who are now 


_ contending, in their Country's Cauſe, with 


the Rigours of a Climate more to be dread- 


ed than the Enemy. 
Above 


praiſe= 
worthy. The Diſeaſed and: the Aged, the 
Fatherleſs and the Widow, ſhould now be 


k 
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Above: all, let us /erve the Lord with 
Fear, and and © ſhow forth his Praiſe not only 
« with our Lips but in our Lives.” Let 
not the Vows hich we have this Day made, 
by our Wilfulneſs or Neglect, increaſe our 
Condemnation: But let that froward Gene- 
ration, of whom we have been ſpeaking, be 
ever in our View; and, after all their unde- 
ſerved Proſperity, attend to the miſerable 
Conſequences of that once peculiar People's 
Diſobedience | Gop would not always. be 


provoked with Impunity; and though he 


delivered them ſo miraculouſly from the 
Kings of Canaan, yet he ſuffered them at 
laſt to be led away Captive into Babylon. 

Let us farther refle&, that the 3 
that were annexed to the Jeuiſb Diſpenſa- 
tion are as inferior to thoſe of our Chriſtian 
Faith as things temporal are to things eter- 
nal, or Life to Immortality. Our Hopes 
= Fears, our Rewards and Puniſhments, 
are not to terminate with this preſent State. 
Our Tabernacle, not made with Hands, is 
greater and more perfect than theirs ; our 
High Prieſt, the Mediator 2 a better Croe- 
* Heb. ix, 


nant, 


e 
nant is entered into Heaven itſelf +; and 
from thence, at the general Reſurrection, 
ſhall return with Glory to reward the Good; 
and puniſh the Evil-Doer. 

To conclude. With Gratitude 1 des 
ration let us exalt and magnify that mighty 
Hand and ſtretched out Arm, which, in 
the Day of Diſtreſs, hath ſtrengthened and 
preſerved us. Let us aſcribe the Honour where 


alone it is due, and ſay, Not unto us, O 
Lord, not to the Arm of Fleſh, but unto thy 


Name give the Glory t! To theſe Praiſes let 


us add our unfeigned Supplications for our 


gracious Sovereign; that as God has now 


given him his Heart's Deſire, and has not de- 


nied him the Requeſt of his Lips, fo he ſtill 

may joy in his Strength, and refoice in 
his Salvation 1 That a Life ſo precious in 
our Sight may be long preſerved, and the 
Bleſſings of his Reign tranſmitted and ſe- 
cured to the lateſt Times! That his Succeſ- 


ſor may inherit his princely Virtues, and 


anſwer the Wiſhes and Expectations of a 
faithful People! Let us extend our Acknow- 


* Heb. viii. 6. + Heb. ix. 24. 
Pal. cxv. J. Fal. xxi. 1,2 
legements, 
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legements, with due Subordination, to the 
other happy Inſtruments (under Gop) of 
our preſent Rejoicing ; to our Miniſters, 
and Commanders both by Land and Sea, 
whoſe Ability and Integrity, whoſe Con- 
duct and Reſolution, but, above all, whoſe 
uncommon Harmony and Unanimity, by 
God's Bleſſing on their Labours, have been 
crowned with Succeſs. In a Word, If War 
muſt ſtill continue, go forth, as thou haſt 
hitherto done, with our Fleets and Armies ; 
but rather haſten, O Lord, and proſper, we 
beſeech thee, the Work of Peace | And may 
it be ſuch as may anſwer the Endeavours of 
our King, © the Vigilance of our Miniſtry, 
« the Payments of a willing and obedient 
6 People, and all the glorious Toils and 
«© Hazards of the Soldiery *!” And theſe 
Prayers and Praiſes we humbly offer in and 
through the Mediation of thy Bleſſed Son, 
to whom, with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, &c. | 


* See Biſhop Fleetwood's Preface to his Four Ser- 
mons, ad finem, 
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